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look ing  Lake Gaston b5thin E l m  H i l l  S ta te  Game Ffax~agenent Area 
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STATUS 
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ACCESSIBLE 
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-NO 
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TITLE 

(1) H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey Inventory 
DATE 

1958 &FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSlTOiiT FOR 

sURVE"RECoRDs Library o f  Congress -- - 
CITY. TOWN STATF 

Washington D. C. 



CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED -ORIGINAL x SITE 

-ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The large frame house at Elm Hill was built ca. 1800 on a hilltop site overlookine w 

the Roanoke River. The river basin at this point is now the upstream portion of Lake 
Gaston with the John H. Kerr Dam as a backdrop. Elm Hill consists of a central two-story, 
three-bay element flanked by one-story, one-bay wings, and backed by a two-story, two-bay 
ell, all of which appear to date from the same construction period. 

The body of the house is clad with molded weatherboards and glazed with 9/9 sash in 
the main block and 916 sash in the wings. Set on rubble stone underpinnings, the house 
is heated by massive chimneys at either end of the main block. The chimneys, built of 
coursed pink sandstone blocks, are square in profile and decorated at the top with 
corbelled caps. Modern one-story porches shelter the front of the main block and the 
doors in the end of each wing. Each section is covered with a gable roof trimmed with a 
box cornice, but an old photograph shows that the wings once had hipped ends. 

The plan of Elm Hill is a simple one. There is a single room in each of the wings 
and the ell, the latter containing the stair. The main block has a hall-parlor plan 
with the hall to the east. Each of the four front rooms has a mantel with an architrave 
surround and a heavy molded shelf with pulvinated frieze, but the mantel in the hall is 
distinguished from the others by a dentil base molding applied to the shelf. 

All five rooms had wooden cornices, flush wainscoting and elaborate asymmetrical 
chair rail, but the wainscoting has been removed from the ell. The closed-string stair 
consists of a molded rail, a plain square newel, and square balusters set diagonally. 
The string is unadorned and the wainscot is carried up the stairs. There is no evidence 
of other original decoration. The house has been vacant and untended for over a decade 
and is in a state of deterioration. 

Two early outbuildings of interest survive: a pair of smokehouses which stand 
about 50 yards northeast of the house. The near one is a square double-studded framed 
building with a pyramidal hipped roof and an elaborate finial. It may be contemporary 
with the house. The more distant of the two is a gable-roofed building ~ a d e  of logs 
joined at the corners with half-dovetail notching and covered with beaded weatherboards. 
It was probably built in the mid-19th century. 
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-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLlTICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1800 BUILDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

E l m  H i l l ,  b u i l t  ca. 1800, is  one of the e a r l i e s t  surviving houses i n  the  Roanoke 
River basin. It i s  s e t  on a r i s e  which, due t o  construction of major dams on the r i v e r ,  
now overlooks Lake Gaston and Buggs Island Lake (John H. Kerr Reservoir). The house i s  
notable for  i ts T-shaped plan, s t r i k ing  pink sandstone chimneys, f i ne  mantels and chair  
r a i l s ,  and for  the profusion of o r ig ina l  sash and other i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  E l m  H i l l  i s  
fur ther  s ign i f ican t  f o r  i t s  connection with the family of S i r  Peyton Skipwith, a 
distinguished ear ly  s e t t l e r  of the area  who established Prestwould, Southside Virginia 's  
best-known 18th-century plantat ion complex. 

E l m  H i l l  was or ig ina l ly  pa r t  of the holdings of Hugh Miller,  a res ident  of Prince 
George County and the father-in-law of S i r  Peyton. When he died i n  England i n  1763, 
Mil ler ' s  property passed t o  h i s  daughters Anne and Jean, respectively,  Skipwith's f i r s t  
and second wives. It seems l i ke ly  t ha t  Miller erected a house on h i s  Mecklenburg 
property before h i s  death and tha t  the Skipwit& resided there  when they moved t o  
Mecklenburg from Prince George County i n  1769. 

In  1772, they were l iv ing  a t  Skipwith's "Westland" t r a c t .  By 1788 Skipwith, whose 
wife Anne had died i n  1779, had moved t o  Prestwould and was courting h i s  sister-in-law, 
now resident a t  E l m  H i l l .  Marriage followed soon afterward. 

The records suggest t ha t  E l m  H i l l  belonged t o  Anne Miller Skipwith and descended from 
her  not t o  S i r  Peyton but t o  h i s  son Peyton, Jr. In  1801 the son deeded the land to  h i s  
fa ther ,  but there  is no e a r l i e r  deed f o r  tha t  t r a c t  from the f a the r  t o  the  son. Further- 
more, a 1799 deed r e f e r s  t o  the  E l m  H i l l  t r a c t ,  while the 1801 document speaks of E l m  H i l l  
Plantation.  This semantic change, coupled with the a r ch i t ec tu ra l  evidence, strongly 
implies t ha t  the  younger Skipwith, who had recent ly  reached majority, replaced the original  
with the present house between 1799 and 1801. The i n t e r i o r  woodwork a t  Elm H i l l  resembles 
t ha t  of other  houses of the  1790s i n  the area,  notably F la t  Rock i n  neighboring Lunenburg 
County. 

After S i r  Peyton's death, h i s  widow, Lady Jean Skipwith, gave E l m  H i l l  t o  her  son 
Hu9bertson Skipwith i n  1812. The l a t t e r  i n  turn l e f t  the property t o  h i s  daughter, Selina 
S. Coles, when he died i n  1865. Now owned by the Commission of Game and Inland Fisher ies ,  
the house is unused and deter iorat ing.  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t  a p o i n t  2900' E of S t a t e  Route 4; 600' SSE o f  S t a t e  Route 707; 1700' N of 
Roanoke River (Lake Gaston); thence extending 400' d i r e c t l y  E; thence  extending 400' S 
t o  p r i v a t e  d r ive ;  thence extending about 400' W a long N s i d e  of s a i d  - d r i v e ;  thence 
extending 400' N t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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